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SUBJECT: ISRAELI REACTIONS TO ICAO VOTE 

1. ISRAELI PUBLIC REACTIONS TO ICAO RESOLUTION AUG 30 CONDEMNING 
ISRAEL FOR ITS INTERCEPTION OF LEBANESE AIRLINE HAVE BEEN 
SHARPLY CRITICAL AND LARGELY PREDICTABLE. PRIMIN MEIR ON AT LEAST 
TWO OCCASIONS HAS PUBLICLY LASHED OUT AT ICAO FOR ITS "HYPOCRISY 1 ' 
AT CONDEMNINGISRAEL WHILE IGNORING ACTIONS OF ARAB TERRIROSTS 
AND THOSE COUNTRIES WHICH SUPPORT THEM. ACCORDING TO PRESS 
REPORTS, MRS MEIR IN REMARKS AUG 30 BEFORE UJA DELEGATES 
STATED ICAO CENSURE OF ISRAEL CONSTITUTED "ACME OF CYNICISM 
AND HYPOCRISY" AND THAT RESOLUTIONS OF THIS KIND COULD NOT BE 
STRONGER ENCOURAGEMENT FOR AIR PIRACY AND TERRORISM. MRS 
MEIR ALSO SAID THAT SHE HAD PERSONALLY APPROVED INTERCEPTION 
OF LEBANESE AIRCRAFT BECAUSE LEBANON HAD BECOME CENTER OF 
TERRORISM AND HABASH WAS WORST OF THE TERRORISTS. SPEAKING 
BEFORE POLITICAL MEETING AUG 31. MRS MEIR'S COMMENTS ON 
ICAO RES WERE "WHAT A SHAME, WHAT HYPOCRISY, WHAT 
A LIE, WHAT INJUSTICE." SHE CONTINUED THAT IN LIGHT OF INTERNA- 
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TERRORIS., ISRAEL HAD NO CHOICE BUT FIGHT TERROR "WHETHER 
IN ISRAEL OR ABROAD." 

2. EDITORIAL REACTION TO ICAO CONDEMNATION HAS ALSO 
EMPHASIZED ONE-SIDED THEME. DAVAR AUG 31 SAID THAT ICAO 
RES WAS ASUNJUST AS IT WAS PREDICATABLE. OTHER 
EDITORIALS STATED THAT RES AND DEBATE PRECEDING IT 

WERE CHARACTERISTIC OF HYPOCRISY OF INTERNATIONAL INSITITU- 
TIONS IN THEIR CONSTANT ONE-SIDED CONDEMNATIONS OF ISRAEL. 
ONLY HAARETZ COMMENTED ON ISRAEL S OVERWHELMING 
ISOLATION AT ROME STATING THAT WHILE ICAO CONDEMNATION 
WAS UNJUST, ISRAEL WOULD DO WELL TO HEED ITS POLITICAL 
LESSON. 

3. COMMENT: ISRAELIS ARE RELIEVED TO HAVE ICAO CONSIDERA- 
TION OF LEBANESE COMPLAINT BEHIND THEM, ESPECIALLY SINCE 
NO SANCTIONS WERE ENACTED AGAINST ISRAEL. ANGRY PUBLIC 
REACTION TO ICAO RES HAS BEEN SIMILAR TO REACTIONS 

ON OCCASION OF PREVIOUS CONDEMNATIONS OF ISRAEL BY 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, DESPITE FACT THAT ISRAELI PRESS 
AND PUBLIC HAD BEEN QUESTIONING WISDOM OF AUG 10 ACTION 
BEFORE IT BECAME KNOWN THAT LEBANON WOULD NOT ASK FOR 
SANCTIONS AT ROME. FACT THAT THESE VOICES HAVE NOW 
FALLEN SILENT SHOULD NOT OBSCURE FACT THAT EARLIER 
QUESTIONING IN ISRAEL OF AUG 10 ACTION WAS PROFUND. 
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